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A new UnionAID project in Thailand 
aims to ensure the low prices of 
plasterboard are not at the expense of 
exploitation of workers in the factories 
in-country. 

As the cost of plasterboard (known as 
GIB) skyrocketed in mid-2022, the New 
Zealand Government set up a Taskforce 
with the aim to increase supply. Its 
immediate work focused on getting 
approval for competing products, 
including Thai-manufactured “Elephant 
Board”.

Working with FIRST Union and the 
Thai “Workers Union”, UnionAID is 
funding an organising project in 
two main factories that manufacture 

plasterboard in Saraburi Province, 
north of Bangkok.

After undertaking mapping work, 
organisers travelled to workers’ 
communities to survey living 
conditions and establish key contacts. 
As a result of these contacts, one of 
the union’s key organisers has been 
able to find work at the company, 
documenting working conditions.

This work has identified low wages (NZ 
$15.75) per day, excessive compulsory 
overtime, and serious health and safety 
concerns.  

Our organisers are continuing to 
document conditions and have 

Unions Together to stop Exploitation
discussions with workers about 
collective action. At the same time, 
FIRST Union is preparing to reach out 
to a number of parties, including the 
Government Taskforce, NZ buyers, as 
well as German unions with common 
interests, to engage the company on a 
social dialogue model. 

Elephant Board 
factory meeting

IN THIS ISSUE

SYMPOSIUM ON 
MYANMAR 

31  MARCH
Victoria University 

Wellington
Local and international speakers 

Details and registration  - 
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For the first time a Worker Advice 
Centre focussed primarily on private 
sector workers has been established 
in Apia by Samoa First Union (SFU). 
Research showed that these workers 
lacked knowledge about their 
employment rights; and factory 
closures and Covid led to many 
experiencing redundancy and job 
losses.

This UnionAID partnership project will 
target workers returning to work after 
Covid - especially in the tourism sector, 
Samoan seafarers, and pre-departure 
RSE workers. As the only voice for 
Samoan private sector workers, SFU 
has survived the pandemic with 
support from NZ unions, including 
FIRST Union, Rail and Maritime Union, 
and APHEDA in Australia. Established in 
2015, SFU has already won an increase 
to the minimum wage.  

SCHOLARSHIP 
DREAMS DASHED 

BY PRISON 
SENTENCE

It is two years since the coup and the 
junta still does not have full control 
of Myanmar. This is because of the 
bravery and ongoing resistance of the 
majority of its people, particularly the 
youth. However, one of our programme 
alumni, Aung Lwin (2015), has been 
sentenced to five years in prison and, 
sadly, has been unable to take up a 
Masters Scholarship in Australia. A very 
high price to pay for his community 
leadership.

SUPPORT UNIONAID WITH 
YOUR MORNING COFFEE

ADVICE CENTRE FOR SAMOAN WORKERS

Here’s how WE can 
make a difference, 
every morning. 
Thanks to the 
good folks at Good 
Fortune Coffee Co. 
your morning coffee 
can now taste even 
better. For every 
bag that is sold, all 
profits go direct to 
UnionAID. Solidarity 
Blend is a delicious, 
free-trade brew 
that helps support 
worker’s rights 
across our region. 
Order for your home 
and your workplace 
– subscribe now 
and save 10% 
- go to: https://
goodfortunecoffee.
co.nz/products/
solidarity-roast 



Friday 31 March 2023  
9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

For more information on speakers and to register click 
this link: www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/myanmar-crisis-is-
there-a-pathway-to-democracy-tickets-545359052607

The symposium is a collaboration between the Kia Kaha 
Myanmar Group, the VUW Centre for Strategic Studies, 
the Asia New Zealand Foundation, the Helen Clark 
Foundation and UnionAID.

Symposium

MYANMAR CRISIS: 
IS THERE A PATHWAY TO DEMOCRACY? 

GOOD NEWS FROM MYANMAR: 
YOUNG LEADERS MAKE US PROUD
UnionAID is very proud of our alumni whose recent 
community projects are changing lives and livelihoods and 
giving hope to the most vulnerable people. Recent examples 
are:

WASTE TO GOLD
THREE women who have learnt to repurpose waste into useful 
items for sale have now trained another SEVENTEEN women 
(photo on right) and TWO men in these practical skills. They 
are now opening a shop to sell these colourful and useful 
products. This project was facilitated by Khaing Htun Soe 
(MYLP 2018).

SMALL CAMP SHOPS FEED 
DISPLACED FAMILIES
FIVE women, after doing an intensive business 
course facilitated by Zaw Tu Hkawng (MYLP 2017), 
have established makeshift stalls selling small 
goods in the Je Yang IDP camp (see photo left). 
Most have very little education but now they 
are proudly bringing home an income for their 
families. 

Left to right- La Sang Seng Nu, Marip Hkawn Nu, 
and Maran Hkawn Ra at back of stall

Three of the 17 trainees learn new 
techniques for “upcycling” waste. from left: 

Khin Mar Kyu, Yu Yu Maw and Kathi Aung.
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We are delighted to welcome Sarah 
King onto the UnionAID staff team in 
the part time role of Communications 
and Digital Operations Professional. 
Sarah has extensive experience with all 
aspects of communications and will be 
responsible for the website, social media, 
coordinating content for publication, 
and providing technical support to the 
young leader programmes. She also works 
half-time for the Council for International 
Development.

Uong Yalap an AUT student from Palau, 
did a short internship with UnionAID 
last year and has just made contact to 
acknowledge, he says the “valuable skills 
…including time management (getting 
better and better), how unions work, …
especially with the wonderful people at 
First Union, [and] my contact with BIEN 
learning about their inspiring work in the 
face of imminent danger”. Uong graduates 
next month with a degree in International 
Studies from AUT. Well done, Uong.

120 people crammed the venue in the first post-pandemic UnionAID quiz late last 
year. Competition was strong with about 15-20 teams aiming for the coveted cup, 
which was won by NZEI Te Riu Roa. 

A healthy $5000 was made to help grow unions overseas.
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THANKS FROM PALAU

UNIONAID QUIZ A 
CROWDED HOUSE

INTRODUCING SARAH KING

Curries for 
Burma

Sunday 5 March
St Peter’s Hall, Paekakariki

From 6.00pm
Curries from $20, dine in/takeaway

Tickets at the door

Queries: squawkt@gmail.com

Proceeds to 
Food not Bombs Myanmar

www.facebook.com/fnbmyanmar

FUNDRAISER BY BURMA 
SUPPORT AT PAEKAKARIKI


